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Week of November 1-9




Important Dates
11/9  Report Cards go home – return ONLY signed signature card in envelope. Please keep report card.
11/10  No School- Veteran’s Day
11/15- Field Trip to the recycling center – We need one more chaperone. 
11/22-11-24   Thanksgiving Holiday
Readers Workshop – We continued our unit called, “Building Good Reading Habits”.  We talked about how readers check and then double check tricky words making sure it looks right and makes sense in the story; readers reread the part that does not make sense and try something else: readers reread and think deeply about the book and make sure they are understanding a story by retelling it.  We also continued to discuss how reading partners have good habits too.  One thing partners can do at the beginning is to give a book introduction before reading. We learned that when your reading partner comes to a tricky word, you do not shout out the answer, instead you help them by supporting them and encouraging them.  
Please reinforce these skills at home when nightly reading.  Remember to record in the agenda each night.  Everyone received a spiral notebook. Please have your child pick a question and have them write an answer making sure they used details from the book. Please have them write the title of the book and the number of question they are answering along with the date. If they only use half of sheet then the next question can be written on the same side of the paper or they are allowed to write on the back of the paper. This notebook will be used for all year. If they complete the question correctly and do a nice job then a good thinker ticket wlll be awarded. THIS IS DUE ON MONDAY.
Read Aloud – This week, we are reading Knuffle Bunny, Too.  We retold the story to a partner and recorded the story’s character, setting problem, and solution in our reading response journals.  We also worked on explaining what happens during the beginning, the middle, and the end of the story.
Close Reading - We explored a nonfiction passage for our Close Reading activities.  We read “Squanto was a Helper.”  We discussed the main idea and special vocabulary words.  We chunked and summarized the text.  We recorded facts that we learned from the text.
Word Study:  We continued working in our word study groups.  We completed various activities with our sorts:  partner sorting, writing sort, rainbow writing, etc.  Your child will bring their completed sort home after 5 days of working with the same sorts/sounds.  Review these with your child. 
Math:   First graders –The students have been learning new subtraction strategies this week. They have practiced solving problems in fact families and using addition problems to subtract. PLEASE HAVE YOUR CHILD MEMORIZE THE DOUBLE FACTS. HOMEWORK PAGE IS Homework and Practice 4-6

Writing: The students have continued to write their “How To” stories. They have created covers and worked on maintaining their voice so that their paper is appropriate for the audience they are trying to reach.
Science:  Students have been working in small groups to complete their own research project about an animal. They are learning about their animals’ habitat, what it eats, it’s classification, and a fun fact about the animal.
Please read the following. The administration asked us to make sure parents see these procedures:
School Arrival Procedures
        School doors do not open until 7:15 am each morning.  At that time, staff members are out on the sidewalk assisting students. 
        Parents should not drop off students to wait unattended at the front doors.  Students should remain in the cars with their parents until 7:15 am. 
        No students should be allowed to walk from parked cars through the parking lot unattended or allowed to run down the sidewalks.
 
 
Afternoon Car Line Procedures
        Keep visible a Car Pool Sign that lists student’s first and last name and grade in your car window throughout car line (until your child is in the car).
        Some staff members recognize the cars and parents but at times we have different staff on the sidewalks to assist carline and we want to make sure students are getting in the correct cars.
        For parents who walk up, please walk up to the staff member that is calling out names and ask for your child.  The staff member will call for your child to walk to them.  We cannot have students running from the sidewalk down to meet their parents out of concern for safety of the students.
 
The safety of students during morning drop-off and afternoon pick is of great concern for the staff at McKee.  We would ask that all parents review and follow these procedures.   
A few reminders: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thursday folders need to be returned each Friday.
Math Homework is due each Monday.  
*Absence email - mckeeabsent@cms.k12.nc.us
*There is no change to daily transportation after 2PM. Changes must be made in writing.
*All volunteers must register each year in the CMS volunteer system. Even if you volunteered last year, you must register again. Please go to www.cmsvolunteers.com
*ListServ (VERY IMPORTANT): Mrs. Bagwell sends out a weekly update from the PTA and McKee events and updates. This often includes the Principal Awards and important calendar dates. Please sign up for the emails. http://schools.cms.k12.nc.us/mckeeroadES/Pages/ListServe.aspx
Important Dates
11/9  Report Cards go home
11/10  No School- Veteran’s Day
11/15-11/16 Field Trip to the recycling center 
11/22-11-24   Thanksgiving Holiday
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